Dear People of God,

Please know that you and your families have our deepest sympathy and the assurance of our prayers.  When God calls a loved one home to Himself we are faced with a number of difficult decisions which must be made in a short period of time.  The parish family of Saint Mary of the Immaculate Conception wants to be as supportive and helpful as we can during your time of need.   We want to be with you at the death of a loved one in a way that is marked by Christian faith, hope and love.  In an effort to aid you we have prepared some notes to help you focus on the key decisions which will need to be made.

We have tried to make these suggestions as complete and accurate as possible and to be of the greatest assistance to family members in your time of sorrow.  This is a brief guide for you to follow and is not meant to be an exhaustive treatment of all the details that you will face.

May God who is gracious and loves mankind give you strength and comfort during these days of loss and sadness and fortify your belief in the resurrection of the dead!

Faithfully yours in the Lord,

Rev. Donald J. Rooney, Pastor

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception

1009 Stafford Ave.

Fredericksburg, VA  22401

540/373-6491

Life is but aWeaving

My life is but a weaving

Between my God and me.

I cannot choose the colors

He weaveth steadily.

Often times He weaveth sorrow;

And I in foolish pride

Forget He sees the upper

And I the underside.

Not’ til the loom is silent

And the shuttles cease to fly

Will God unroll the canvas

And reaveal the reason why.

The dark threads are as needful 

In the weaver’s skillfull hand

As the threads of gold and silver

In the pattern He has planned

He knows, He loves, He cares;

Nothing this truth can dim.

He gives the very best to those

Who leave the choice to Him.
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Our Catholic faith

“In the face of death, the Church confidently proclaims that God has created each person for eternal life and that Jesus, the Son of God, by his death and resurrection, has broken the chains of sin and death that bound humanity.  Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offer worship, praise and thanksgiving to God for the gift of a life which has now been returned to God, the author of life and the hope of the just.” (Order of Christian Funeral)
Liturgical Rites

The presence of the Christian community is most evident during the three distinct ritual “moments” which mark our prayers for the Deceased and our attempt to comfort the bereaved.  In each of these you have a number of options to consider:

Vigil Rites

The Vigil, often referred to as a “wake,” includes the period of time during which the Church prays with the family prior to the main funeral liturgy.  The Vigil Service customarily takes place on the evening before the funeral liturgy or for a period of time prior to the funeral liturgy.  It is the practice at St. Mary for this Vigil to be held at a local funeral home chapel on the evening prior to the funeral liturgy.

At some point during the Vigil, a member of the parish clergy will lead those gathered in a brief prayer service from the Ritual of the Church. A family member or a member of the Magdalenes may lead the recitation of the rosary.  The Vigil Rite includes readings from Sacred Scripture, a brief reflection, and prayers of intercession and blessing for the Deceased.  You may choose this Rite, or the rosary for the prayer service at the funeral home.

Another decision to be made concerns whether or not the casket is to be open during the Vigil Service.  There is no “recommended” policy on this, and the decision is left to the family.

The Funeral Liturgy
The Funeral Liturgy is the central prayer of the Church community for the Deceased and with the family and friends of the Deceased.  Almost always, the funeral Liturgy is the Mass itself, because the Mass is the prayer by which the power of Christ’s own suffering, death and resurrection and the communion of the Church is offered for the benefit of the Deceased.  It is important to remember that, although the Mass is a great source of consolation for those mourning the loss of the one they love, its
primary purpose is to be offered for the repose of the soul of the person who has died, and is an obligation of the Catholic community on behalf of those who have died in faith, seeking everlasting life.

The best time for the Funeral Liturgy will vary according to individual circumstances. We are eager to accommodate the family’s wishes as best we can.  The customary times for funeral Masses at St. Mary Church are between 10:00am and 3:00 pm on weekdays or Saturdays.  The Church does not celebrate Funeral Masses on Sundays or other high feast days, or Solemnities, of the Liturgical Year.  Be certain to call the rectory office to learn which times the church and celebrant are available. 
The rite of Committal

Christian burial is the Church’s final act of prayer in the presence of the body or bodily remains of the Deceased.  These rites are held at the place of committal, the graveside, rather than in a funeral home chapel.  The prayers are fairly brief and bring the entire liturgical process to a conclusion.  The burial generally follows immediately after the Funeral Mass.

The Rite of Committal also includes appropriate prayers for situations in which cremation is chosen.  When cremation takes place after the Funeral Liturgy, the Rite of Committal is carried out when the cremated remains are ready for interment.  Out of reverence for the cremated remains, Church guidelines require that they must be buried or placed in a vault; they may not be scattered.
church teachings

Cremation

Since 1963, the Church has permitted cremation as long as the Church’s teaching on the resurrection of the body is upheld.

“The cremated remains of a body should be treated with the same respect given to the human body from which they come.  This includes the use of a worthy vessel to contain the ashes, the manner in which they are carried, the care and attention to appropriate placement and transport, and the final disposition.  The cremated remains should be buried in a grave or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium.  The practice of scattering cremated remains on the sea, from the air, or on the ground, or keeping cremated remains in the home of a relative or friend of the deceased are not the reverent disposition that the Church requires.  Whenever possible, appropriate means of recording with dignity the memory of the deceased should be adopted, such as a plaque or stone which records the name of the deceased.” (Order of Christian Funeral)
Death of a stillborn infant
“Funeral Rites may be celebrated for children whose parents intended them to be Baptized but who died before Baptism.  In these celebrations the Christian community entrusts the child to God’s all embracing love”.  (Order of Christian Funeral)
Non-Active Catholics

By virtue of Baptism, the baptized was marked with the seal of the Trinity and became a temple of the Holy Spirit to live in full communion with the Church and God. This person is entitled to the prayers of the Church including the Funeral Rites.
Suicide

“Everyone is responsible for his life before God who has given it to him.  It is God who remains the sovereign Master of life. We are obligated to accept life gratefully and preserve it for his honor and the salvation of our souls.  We are stewards, not owners, of the life God has entrusted to us.  It is not ours to dispose of.
Suicide contradicts the natural inclination of the human to preserve and perpetuate his life. It is gravely contrary to the just love of self.  Suicide is contrary to love for the living God.

We should not despair of the eternal salvation of persons who have taken their own lives.  By ways known to him alone, God can provide the opportunity for salutary repentance. The Church prays for persons who have taken their own lives”  and entrusts them to God’s love and mercy, therefore extending all Funeral Rites.  (Catechism of the Catholic Church)

Funeral Planning Sheet

Music & Liturgy Readings
Please refer to the readings and suggested song titles.

Entrance Song ________________________________________________________________

Old Testament Reading Chapter/Verse _________________________









Reader _______________________________________________







Responsorial Psalm  ______



(Cantor will sing)

New Testament Reading Chapter/Verse ___________________________________



Reader _______________________________________









Gospel Reading  Chapter/Verse ____________________

(Priest will read)

General Intercessions Person(s) to Read _______________________________






Song during the Preparation of the Gifts_________________________________________


Who will bring the gifts to the Priest (the bread & wine for Mass)?  (Need two people)


___________________________          
___________________________

Communion Song_____________________________________________________________

Moment of Reflection/Eulogy (Optional)







(Refer to Guidelines)

Recessional  _________________________________________________________________

First Reading (Old Testament)  
  
                     OT #1
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                              Second Maccabees 12: 43-46

A reading from the second Book of Maccabees
Judas, the ruler of Israel, 


took up a collection among all his soldiers,


amounting to two thousand silver drachmas,


which he sent to Jerusalem 



to provide for an expiatory sacrifice.

In doing this he acted in a very excellent and noble way,


in as much as he had the resurrection of the dead in view;


for if he were not expecting the fallen to rise again,


it would have been useless and foolish



to pray for them in death.

But if he did this with a view to the splendid reward


that awaits those who had gone to rest in godliness,


it was a holy and pious thought.

Thus he made atonement for the dead


that they might be freed from this sin.

The word of the Lord.
First Reading (Old Testament)                                                                                      OT #2
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                                  Job 19:1, 23-26
A reading from the Book of Job

Job answered and said:

Oh, would that my words were written down!


Would that they were inscribed in a record:

That with an iron chisel and with lead


they were cut in the rock forever!

But as for me, I know that my Vindicator lives,


and that he will at last stand forth upon the dust;

Whom I myself shall see:


my own eyes, not another’s, shall behold him,

And from my flesh I shall see God;


my inmost being is consumed with longing.

The word of the Lord.

First Reading (Old Testament)
OT #3
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                                      Wisdom 3:1-9
A reading from the Book of Wisdom

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,


and no torment shall touch them.

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;


and their passing away was thought an affliction


and their going forth from us, utter destruction. 

But they are in peace.

For if before men, indeed, they be punished,


yet is their hope full of immortality;

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,


because God tried them


and found them worthy of himself.

As gold in the furnace, he proved them,


and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.

In the time of their visitation they shall shine,


and shall dart about as sparks through stubble;

they shall judge nations and rule over peoples,


and the Lord shall be their King forever.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth,


and the faithful shall abide with him in love:

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,


and his care is with his elect.

The word of the Lord.
First Reading (Old Testament)





       OT #3A   (Shorter Version)
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                                    Wisdom 3: 1-6, 9
A reading from the Book of Wisdom

The souls of the just are in the hand of God,


and no torment shall touch them.

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;


and their passing away was thought an affliction


and their going forth from us, utter destruction.

But they are in peace.

For if before men, indeed, they be punished,


yet is their hope full of immortality;

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,


because God tried them


and found them worthy of himself.

As gold in the furnace, he proved them,


and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.

Those who trust in him shall understand truth,


and the faithful shall abide with him in love:

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,


and his care is with his elect.

The word of the Lord.

First Reading (Old Testament)
OT #4
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                                      Wisdom 4: 7-15
A reading from the Book of Wisdom

The just man, though he die early, 


shall be at rest.

For the age that is honorable comes not 


with the passing of time,


nor can it be measured in terms of years.

Rather, understanding is the hoary crown for men,


and an unsullied life, the attainment of old age.

He who pleased God was loved;


he who lived among sinners was transported—

Snatched away, lest wickedness pervert his mind


or deceit beguile his soul;

For the witchery of paltry things obscures what is right


and the whirl of desire transforms the innocent mind.

Having become perfect in a short while,


he reached the fullness of a long career;


for his soul was pleasing to the Lord,


therefore he sped him out of the midst of wickedness.

But the people saw and did not understand,


nor did they take this into account.

The word of the Lord.

First Reading (Old Testament)
OT #5
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                                     Isaiah 25c 6a, 7-9
A reading from the Book of the prophet Isaiah

On this mountain the Lord of hosts


will provide for all peoples.

On this mountain he will destroy


the veil that veils all peoples,

The web that is woven over all nations;


he will destroy death forever.

The Lord God will wipe away


the tears from all faces;

The reproach of his people he will remove


from the whole earth; for the Lord has spoken.

On that day it will be said:

“Behold our God, to whom we looked to save us!


This is the Lord for whom we looked;


let us rejoice and be glad that he has saved us!”

The word of the Lord.
First Reading (Old Testament)





              OT #6
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                  Lamentations 3: 17-26
A reading from the Book of Lamentations

My soul is deprived of peace,


I have forgotten what happiness is;

I tell myself my future is lost,


all that I hoped for from the Lord.

The thought of my homeless poverty


is wormwood and gall;

Remembering it over and over


leaves my soul downcast within me.

But I will call this to mind,


as my reason to have hope:

The favors of the Lord are not exhausted,


his mercies are not spent;

They are renewed each morning,


so great is his faithfulness.

My portion is the Lord, says my soul;


therefore will I hope in him.

Good is the Lord to one who waits for him,


to the soul that seeks him;

It is good to hope in silence


for the saving help of the Lord.

The word of the Lord.
First Reading (Old Testament)





           OT #7
for Funerals outside of Easter Season                                                                                                 Daniel 12: 1-3

A reading from the Book of the prophet Daniel
In those days, I, Daniel, mourned


and I heard this word of the Lord:

 “At that time there shall arise


Michael, the great prince,


guardian of your people;

It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress


since nations began until that time.

At that time your people shall escape,


everyone who is found written in the book.

Many of those who sleep


in the dust of the earth shall awake;

Some shall live forever,


others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace.

But the wise shall shine brightly


like the splendor of the firmament,

And those who lead the many to justice


shall be like the stars forever.”

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALMS FOR FUNERAL LITURGY

1. Psalm 23 


The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.

2. Psalm 25 


To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

3. Psalm 27 


The Lord is my light and my salvation.

4. Psalm 42 and 43 


My soul is thirsting for the living God: when shall I see him face to face?

5. Psalm 63 


My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

6. Psalm 103 


The Lord is kind and merciful.

7. Psalm 116


I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the living.

8. Psalm 122


I rejoiced when I heard them say: let us go to the house of the Lord.

9. Psalm 130 


Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord.

10. Psalm 143 


O Lord, hear my prayer. 

Responsorial Psalm  (sung)
1.
Psalm 23 


Response: The Lord is my shepherd, there is nothing I shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.


In verdant pastures he gives me repose;

Beside restful waters he leads me; he refreshes my soul.  

He guides me in right paths for his name’s sake.

Even though I walk in the dark valley


I fear no evil; for you are at my side

With your rod and your staff 


that give me courage.  

You spread the table before me 


in the sight of my foes;

You anoint my head with oil; 


my cup overflows.  
Only goodness and kindness follow me 


all the days of my life;

and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord 


for years to come.
2. Psalm 25 
    Response: To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

Remember that your compassion, O Lord,


and your kindness are from of old.

In your kindness remember me,


because of your goodness, O Lord.  

Relieve the troubles of my heart; 


and bring me out of my distress.

Put an end to my suffering;


and take away all my sins.

Preserve my life and rescue me;


let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you.

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me,


because I wait for you, O Lord.
3. Psalm 27 

    Response: The Lord is my light and my salvation.

The Lord is my light and my salvation;


whom should I fear?

The Lord is my life’s refuge;


of whom should I be afraid?

One thing I ask of the Lord; 


this I seek:

to dwell in the house of the Lord


all the days of my life,

That I may gaze on the loveliness of the Lord


and contemplate his temple.  
Hear, O Lord, the sound of my call;


have pity on me, and answer me.

Your presence, O Lord, I seek.


Hide not your face from me.

I believe that I shall see the bounty of the Lord


in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord with courage;


be stouthearted, and wait for the Lord.

4. Psalm 42 and 43 

                    Response: My soul is thirsting for the living God: when shall I see him face to face?
As the hind longs for running waters,


so my soul longs for you, O God.

Athirst is my soul for God, the living God.

When shall I go and behold the face of God?  
I went with the throng and led them in procession 


to the house of God.

Amid loud cries of joy and thanksgiving,


with the multitude keeping festival.  
Send forth your light and your fidelity;


they shall lead me on

And bring me to your holy mountain,


to your dwelling-place.   
Then I will go to the altar of God,


the God of my gladness and joy;

Then will I give you thanks upon the harp,


O God, my God!  

Why are you so downcast, O my soul?


Why do you sigh within me?

Hope in God! For I shall again be thanking him,


in the presence of my savior and my God.
5. Psalm 63 

        Response: My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.
O God, you are my God whom I seek;


for you my flesh pines and my soul thirsts


like the earth, parched, lifeless and without water.

Thus have I gazed toward you in the sanctuary


to see your power and your glory,

for your kindness is a greater good than life;


my lips shall glorify you.

Thus will I bless you while I live;


lifting up my hands, I will call upon your name.

As with the riches of a banquet shall my soul be satisfied,


and with exultant lips my mouth shall praise you.

You are my help,


and in the shadow of your wings I shout for joy.

My soul clings fast to you;


your right hand upholds me.

6. Psalm 103 

        Response: The Lord is kind and merciful.

Merciful and gracious is the Lord,


slow to anger and abounding in kindness.

Not according to our sins does he deal with us,


nor does he requite us according to our crimes. 

As a father has compassion on his children,


so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.

For he knows how we are formed,


he remembers that we are dust.

Man’s days are like those of grass;


like a flower of the field he blooms;

The wind sweeps over him and he is gone,


and his place knows him no more.

But the kindness of the Lord is from eternity


to eternity toward those who fear him,

And his justice toward children’s children


among those who keep his covenant


and remember to fulfill his precepts.

7. Psalm 116

    
 Response: I will walk in the presence of the Lord in the land of the


 living.
Gracious is the Lord and just;

yes, our God is merciful.

The Lord keeps the little ones;

I was brought low, and he saved me.

I believed, even when I said,

“I am greatly afflicted”;

I said in my alarm,

“No man is dependable.”

Precious in the eyes of the Lord

is the death of his faithful ones.

I am your servant, the son of your handmaid;
you have loosed my bonds.
8. Psalm 122
    Response: I rejoiced when I heard them say: let us go to the house of                      
the Lord.
I rejoiced because they said to me,


“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”

And now we have set foot


within your gates, O Jerusalem.  
To it the tribes go up,


the tribes of the Lord,  
According to the decree for Israel,


to give thanks to the name of the Lord.

In it are set up judgment seats,


seats for the house of David.  
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!


May those who love you prosper!

May peace be within your walls,


prosperity in your buildings.  
Because of my relatives and friends


I will say, “Peace be within you!”

Because of the house of the Lord, our God,

I will pray for your good. 
9. Psalm 130 

         Response: Out of the depths, I cry to you, Lord.
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord;


Lord, hear my voice!

Let your ears be attentive


to my voice in supplication.
If you, O Lord, mark iniquities,


Lord, who can stand?

But with you is forgiveness,


that you may be revered.
I trust in the Lord;


my soul trusts in his word.

My soul waits for the Lord


more than sentinels wait for the dawn.

More than sentinels wait for the dawn,


let Israel wait for the Lord, 

For with the Lord is kindness


and with him is plenteous redemption;

And he will redeem Israel


from all their iniquities.
10. Psalm 143 


 Response: O Lord, hear my prayer. 

O Lord, hear my prayer;


hearken to my pleading in your faithfulness;


in your justice answer me.

And enter not into judgment with your servant,


for before you no living man is just.

I remember the days of old;


I meditate on all your doings;


the works of your hands I ponder.

I stretch out my hand to you;


my soul thirsts for you like parches land.

Hasten to answer me, O Lord;


for my spirit fails me.

At dawn let me hear of your mercy,


for in you I trust.

Teach me to do your will,


for you are my God.

May your spirit guide me.
Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #1
for Funerals throughout the Year                                                                                  Romans 5:5-11
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

Hope does not disappoint,


because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts


through the holy Spirit that has been given to us.

For Christ, while were still helpless,


died at the appointed time for the ungodly.

Indeed, only with difficulty does one die for a just person


though perhaps for a good person


one might even find courage to die.

But God proves his love for us


in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us.

How much more then, since we are now justified by his Blood,


will we be saved through him from the wrath.

Indeed, if, while we were enemies,


we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son,


how much more, once reconciled,


will we be saved by his life.

Not only that,


but we also boast of God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 


through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #2
for Funerals throughout the Year          
Romans 5: 17-21
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

If, by the transgression of one person,


death came to reign through that one,


how much more will those who receive the abundance of grace


and of the gift of justification


come to reign in life through the one Jesus Christ.

In conclusion, just as through one transgression


condemnation came upon all,


so, through one righteous act,


acquittal and life came to all.

For just as through the disobedience of the one man


the many were made sinners,


so through the obedience of one 


the many will be made righteous.

The law entered in so that transgression might increase


but, where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more, so that, 


as sin reigned in death, 


grace might also reign through justification for eternal life


through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The word of the Lord.
Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #3
for Funerals throughout the Year
Romans 6: 3-9
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 


were baptized into his death?  

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 


so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 


by the glory of the Father,


we too might live in newness of life.  

For if we have grown into union with him 


through a death like his, 


we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. 

We know that our old self was crucified with him, 


so that our sinful body might be done away with, 


that we might no longer be in slavery to sin.  

For a dead person has been absolved from sin. 

If, then, we have died with Christ, 


we believe that we shall also live with him.  

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 


death no longer has power over him.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #3A
for Funerals throughout the Year  (Shorter Version)                                                Romans 6: 3-4, 8-9
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 


were baptized into his death?  

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 


so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 


by the glory of the Father,


we too might live in newness of life.  

If, then, we have died with Christ, 


we believe that we shall also live with him.  

We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 


death no longer has power over him.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #4
for Funerals throughout the Year                                                                                    Romans 8:14-23
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans.

Brothers and sisters:

Those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.

For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear,


but you received a spirit of adoption


through which we cry, Abba, “Father!”

The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit


that we are children of God,


and if children, then heirs,


heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ,


if only we suffer with him


so that we may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing


compared with the glory to be revealed for us.

For creation awaits with eager expectation


the revelation of the children of God;


for creation was made subject to futility,


not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it,


in hope that creation itself


would be set free from slavery to corruption


and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God.

We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until



now;


and not only that, but we ourselves,


who have the firstfruits of the Spirit,


we also groan within ourselves


as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

The word of the Lord.
Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #5
for Funerals throughout the Year                                                                                 Romans 8: 31b-35, 37-39
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans
Brothers and sisters:

If God is for us, who can be against us? 

He who did not spare his own Son 


but handed him over for us all, 


will he not also give us everything else along with him? 

Who will bring a charge against God's chosen ones? 

It is God who acquits us. 

Who will condemn? 

It is Christ Jesus who died, rather, was raised, 


who also is at the right hand of God, 


who indeed intercedes for us.

What will separate us from the love of Christ? 

Will anguish, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 


or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? 

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly


through him who loved us. 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 


nor angels, nor principalities, 


nor present things, nor future things, 


nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 


nor any other creature will be able to separate us 


from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #6
for Funerals throughout the Year                                                                         Romans 14: 7-9, 10c-12
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans

Brothers and sisters:

No one lives for oneself, 


and no one dies for oneself. 

For if we live, we live for the Lord, 


and if we die, we die for the Lord. 

For this is why Christ died and came to life, 


that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why then do you judge your brother? 

Or you, why do you look down on your brother?

For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God; 


for it is written:

As I live, says the Lord, every knee 


shall bend before me,


and every tongue shall give praise to God.

So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God.
The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #7
for Funerals throughout the Year
1 Corinthians 15: 20-28

A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Brothers and sisters:

Christ has been raised from the dead,


the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

For since death came through a man,


the resurrection of the dead also came through a man.

For just as in Adam all die, 


so too in Christ shall all be brought to life,


but each one in proper order:


Christ the firstfruits;


then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ;


then comes the end,


when he hands over the Kingdom to his God and Father,

For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.

The last enemy to be destroyed is death,


for he subjected everything under his feet.

But when it says that everything has been subjected,


it is clear that it excludes the one who subjected everything to 



him.

When everything is subjected to him,


then the Son himself will also be subjected


to the one who subjected everything to him,


so that God may be all in all.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #7A
for Funerals throughout the Year (Shorter Version)     
1 Corinthians 15: 20-23
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters:

Christ has been raised from the dead,


the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.

For since death came through a man,


the resurrection of the dead also came through a man.

For just as in Adam all die, 


so too in Christ shall all be brought to life,


but each one in proper order:


Christ the firstfruits;


then, at his coming, those who belong to Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #8

For Funerals throughout the Year






1 Corinthians 15: 51-57
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Brothers and sisters:
Behold, I tell you a mystery.
We shall not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed,
in an instant, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, 
the dead will be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed.
For that which is corruptible must clothe itself with incorruptibility,
and that which is mortal must clothe itself with immortality.
And when this which is corruptible clothes itself with 


Incorruptibility and this which is mortal clothes itself with immortality,


then the word that is written shall come about:


Death is swallowed up in victory.


Where, O death, is your victory?


Where, O death, is your sting?

The sting of death is sin, 


and the power of sin is the law.

But thanks be to God who gives us the victory


through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Second Reading (New Testament)                                                             NT #9
for Funerals throughout the Year
                                                                     2 Corinthians 4: 14-5:1
A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians

Brothers and sisters:

We know that the One who raised the Lord Jesus


will raise us also with Jesus


and place us with you in his presence.

Everything indeed is for you,


so that the grace bestowed in abundance on more and more people


may cause the thanksgiving to overflow for the glory of God.

Therefore, we are not discouraged;


rather, although our outer self is wasting away,


our inner self is being renewed day by day.

For this momentarily light affliction


is producing for us an eternal weight of glory 



beyond all comparison,


as we look not to what is seen but to what is unseen;


for what is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal.

For we know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, 


should be destroyed,


we have a building from God, 


a dwelling not made with hands, 


eternal in heaven.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #10
for Funerals throughout the Year       
            2 Corinthians 5: 1, 6-10

A reading from the second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
Brothers and sisters:

We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, 


should be destroyed,


we have a building from God, 


a dwelling not made with hands, 


eternal in heaven.

We are always courageous, 


although we know that while we are at home in the body 


we are away from the Lord, 


for we walk by faith, not by sight.  

Yet we are courageous, 


and we would rather leave the body and go home to the Lord.  Therefore, we aspire to please him, 


whether we are at home or away.  

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 


so that each one may receive recompense, 


according to what he did in the body, whether good or evil.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #11
for Funerals throughout the Year         
 Philippians 3: 20-21
A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Philippians
Brothers and sisters:

Our citizenship is in heaven,


and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

He will change our lowly body


to conform with his glorified body


by the power that enables him also 


to bring all things into subjection to himself.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #12

for Funerals throughout the Year
1 Thessalonians 4: 13-18
A reading from the first Letter of Saint Paul to the Thessalonians
We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters


about those who have fallen asleep


so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose,


so too will God, through Jesus,


bring with him those who have fallen asleep.

Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord,


that we who are alive,


who are left until the coming of the Lord,


will surely not precede those who have fallen asleep.

For the Lord himself, with a word of command,


with the voice of an archangel and with the trumpet of God,


will come down from heaven,


and the dead in Christ will rise first.

Then we who are alive, who are left,


will be caught up together with them in the clouds


to meet the Lord in the air.

Thus we shall always be with the Lord.

Therefore, console one another with these words.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #13
for Funerals throughout the Year                                                                          2 Timothy 2: 8-13
A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy

Beloved, Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David:


such is my Gospel, for which I am suffering,


even to the point of chains, like a criminal.

But the word of God is not chained.

Therefore, I bear with everything for the sake of those who are 



chosen,


so that they too may obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus,


together with eternal glory.

This saying is trustworthy:


If we have died with him



we shall also live with him;


If we persevere



we shall also reign with him.


But if we deny him



he will deny us.


If we are unfaithful



he remains faithful;



for he cannot deny himself.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #14
for Funerals throughout the Year                                                                                   1 John 3: 1-2
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John

Beloved:

See what love the Father has bestowed on us


that we may be called the children of God.

Yet so we are.

The reason the world does not know us


is that it did not know him.

Beloved, we are God’s children now;


what we shall be has not yet been revealed.

We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him,


for we shall see him as he is.

The word of the Lord.

Second Reading (New Testament)
NT #15
for Funerals throughout the Year
1 John 3: 14-16
A reading from the first Letter of Saint John
Beloved:

We know that we have passed from death to life


because we love our brothers.

Whoever does not love remains in death.

Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer,


and you know that no murderer has eternal life remaining in 



him.

The way we came to know love


was that Jesus laid down his life for us;


so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers.

The word of the Lord.

General Intercessions

Priest:

God, the almighty Father, raised Christ his Son from the dead; with confidence we ask him to save all his people, living and dead: 
The response is . . . Lord, hear our prayer . . .

Lector:

1. For N., who in Baptism was given the pledge of eternal life, that he/she may now be admitted to the company of the saints.  

We pray to the Lord . . . 

2. For our brother/sister who ate the body of Christ, the bread of life, that he/she may be raised up on the last day.  We pray to the Lord . . .

3. For our deceased relatives and friends and for all who have helped us, that they may have the reward of their goodness.  

We pray to the Lord . . .

4. For those who have fallen asleep in the hope of rising again, that they may see God face to face.  We pray to the Lord . . .

5. For the family and friends of our brother/sister, N., that they may be consoled in their grief by the Lord, who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus.  We pray to the Lord . . . 

6. For all of us assembled here to worship in faith, that we may be gathered together again in God’s kingdom.  We pray to the Lord. . . 

Priest:

God, our shelter and our strength, you list in love to the cry of your people: hear the prayers we offer for our departed brothers and sisters.  Cleanse them of their sins and grant them the fullness of redemption.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Songs for the Funeral Liturgy



Preparation of the

Title
Entrance Song
Gifts (Offertory)
Communion Song
Recessional

All Creatures of Our God and King*





Amazing Grace




Be Not Afraid




Blest Are They




Center of My Life 





Eat This Bread




Eternal Father, Strong to Save (The Navy ymn)



Eye Has Not Seen





For All the Saints*




Gift of Finest Wheat (You Satisfy the HungryHeart)



Here I Am, Lord




Holy God, We Praise Thy Name




How Great Thou Art




I Am the Bread of Life





I Have Loved You





I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say




I Know That My Redeemer Lives




In paradisum




Let There Be Peace on Earth




Life-Giving Bread, Saving Cup




Lift High the Cross




Lord of All Hopefulness





Love Divine, All Loves Excelling




Magnificat (Proclaim the Greatness of God)




May the Angles Lead You into Paradise




Morning Has Broken




O God, Our Help in Ages Past




O God, You Search Me




On Eagle’s Wings




One Bread, One Body




Prayer of St. Francis (Make Me a Channel)




Shepherd Me, O God




Sing with All the Saints in Glory 




Take and Eat




Taste and See





The Church’s One Foundation




The King of Love My Shepherd Is




The Servant Song




The Strife Is O’er*




Unless a Grain of Wheat




We Have Been Told




We Will Rise Again




What Wondrous Love Is This




You Are Mine




*Cannot be sung during the season of Lent
Presentation of the Gifts

The gifts of Bread and Wine which are taken to the altar at the time of the offertory/presentation of the gifts, may be carried by members of the family (usually two-four people) or anyone chosen by them.

Eulogy

A eulogy may be given by a family member or close friend after communion.  Eulogies should be brief and are intended to commemorate the life of the deceased.  A eulogy may contain; a condensed life history, details about family, friends, interests or achievements.  They could reflect a favorite memory, poem or lessons learned from the individual’s character, faith and example.  

It is strongly suggested that the eulogy be written or typed. The celebrant may request to review the text in advance for input and discussion.
Symbols of Our Catholic Faith
Easter Candle and Other Candles

The Easter candle reminds the faithful of Christ’s undying presence among them, of his victory over sin and death, and of their share in that victory by virtue of their initiation.  It recalls the Easter Vigil,  the night when the Church awaits the Lord’s resurrection and when new light for the living and the dead is kindled.  During the funeral liturgy and also during the vigil service, when celebrated in the church, the Easter candle may be placed beforehand near the position the coffin will occupy at the conclusion of the procession.

According to local custom, other candles may also be placed near the coffin during the funeral liturgy as a sign of reverence and solemnity.

Holy Water

Blessed or holy water reminds the assembly of the saving waters of baptism.  In the rite of reception of the body at the church, its use calls to mind the deceased’s baptism and initiation into the community of faith.  In the rite of final commendation the gesture of sprinkling may also signify farewell.
Incense

Incense is used during the funeral rites as a sign of honor to the body of the deceased, which through baptism became the temple of the Holy Spirit.  Incense is also used as a sign of the community’s prayers for the deceased rising to the throne of God and as a sign of farewell.

Pall (cloth which covers coffin, Latin – cloak)

A pall may be placed over the coffin when it is received at the church. It is a reminder of the baptismal garment of the deceased, the pall is a sign of the Christian dignity of the person.  The use of the pall also signifies that all are equal in the eyes of God (James 2:1-9).

The Book of the Gospels

The Book of the Gospels or a Bible may be placed on the coffin as a sign that Christians live by the word of God and that fidelity to that word leads to eternal life.

Crucifix

A crucifix may be placed on the coffin as a reminder that the Christian is marked by the cross in baptism and through Jesus’ suffering on the cross is brought to the victory of his resurrection.
Only Christian symbols may rest on or be placed near the coffin during the funeral liturgy.  Any other symbols, for example, national flags or insignia of associations have no place in the funeral liturgy.

Guidelines for Receiving Holy Communion

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops issued the following guidelines in 1987 for receiving Holy Communion:

FOR CATHOLICS.  Catholics fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when they receive Holy Communion in fulfillment of Christ’s command to eat His Body and drink His Blood.  In order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, communicants should not be conscious of grave sin, have fasted for an hour, and seek to live in charity and love with their neighbors.  Persons conscious of grave sin must first be reconciled with God and the Church through the Sacrament of penance.

FOR OTHER CHRISTIANS.  We welcome to this celebration of the Eucharist those Christians who are not fully united with us.  It is a consequence of the sad division sin Christianity that we cannot extend to them a general invitation to receive Communion.  Catholics believe that the Eucharist is an action of the celebrating community signifying a oneness in faith, life and worship of the community.  Reception of the Eucharist by Christians not fully united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we all must pray.

FOR THOSE NOT RECEIVING COMMUNION.  Those not receiving sacramental Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.

FOR NON CHRISTIANS.  We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus.  While we cannot extend to them an invitation to receive Communion, we do invite them to be united with us in prayer.

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception Ministries
Funeral Receptions

We welcome our parishioners who are in need of a location for a funeral reception to use the Activity Center of the church at no cost.  The Activity Center is offered to our families as long as no scheduling conflicts exist.  We ask that you call our rectory office as soon as possible so that we can make every effort to accommodate you and contact our Funeral Committee.

Our Funeral Committee sets up, serves and cleans up the funeral reception.    The Committee sets up tables and chairs along with a buffet style serving area.  They provide table clothes and table center pieces.  We ask that families provide the food and drink (coffee & water is provided by St. Mary) they would like to share with family and friends.  Food items maybe dropped off in the kitchen area the night prior or the morning of the funeral.  Our Committee is happy to serve the items provided. 

We also encourage family to display any photos or mementos at the reception.  Those items can also be left in the Activity Center and our Funeral Committee will display them appropriately. 
The Magdalene Society
The Magdalene’s are a group of St .Mary parishioners whose ministry is committed to meeting the needs of those who have lost a loved one.  The name honors St. Mary Magdalene as she was at the foot of Cross of Jesus at the time of his death and was one of the first to see him after his resurrection.
The Magdalene’s offer care, condolences and assistance to bereaved families at the time of death and in the days following.  When notification of a death is received in the rectory office, members of the Magdalene’s are contacted.  They, in turn, call the family to pray with the family; also attend the Funeral Mass, remaining to say the Rosary while the family and friends attend the burial.
Memorial Mass

We welcome parishioners and non-parishioners to come by the Rectory Office and request that Mass be said for the intention of their loved one.  St. Mary provides a Mass Remembrance Card which confirms the date and time a specific Mass will be offered.  A suggested offering of ten dollars per Mass is customary but not required.
The 10:30 Mass of the first Sunday of each month is offered for the repose of the souls of those who have died the previous month.  The parish organizes an annual Mass and reception on or near All Soul’s Day (November 2) celebrated for the intention of those who have died throughout the year.  Surviving family members and friends of the deceased are invited.

Financial Considerations
St. Mary Church does not charge a fee for pastoral care.  There are fees applicable for the use of the church, organist, cantor and whatever musicians may be desired for the funeral liturgy.  Such resulting fees are handled through the funeral home.  

If you wish to give notice in the obituary concerning donations to the parish “in lieu of flowers”
there are several options, including the school endowment.  Please contact the rectory office if you have any questions.

If you are experiencing a financial hardship, please do not hesitate to speak one of our priests.

Funeral Homes

A.L. Bennett Funeral Home

200 Butternut Drive

Fredericksburg, VA 22408

540.898.7970

Covenant Funeral Service
4801 Jefferson Davis Highway

Fredericksburg, VA  22408
540.898.4326
Found & Sons Funeral Home

10719 Courthouse Road

Fredericksburg, VA  22407

540.891.9735

Mullens & Thompson Funeral Service

1626 Jefferson Davis Highway

Fredericskburg, VA 22401

540.373.5842

Information needed by the funeral home includes:
Vital statistics


Complete name of the deceased


Date and place of birth


Home address


Parent’s name, including mother’s maiden name


Occupation


Social security number

Where deceased died

Whether burial or cremation is desired

Picture of deceased

Cemetery documents (deed of ownership)

Clothing (including undergarments)

Military documentation

Insurance documents or information

Family transportation considerations

Flowers or contributions

Police escort notification

Cemetery
If you do not already own a cemetery plot, you will need to schedule an appointment to select a burial site.  The local funeral home director will be very helpful in recommending a cemetery.  It should be noted that the parish had no cemetery of its own and there are no strictly “Catholic” cemeteries in the area.  For this reason, the gravesite is always blessed during the Catholic Rite of Burial.

If the deceased served in the military, he or she may be eligible for a military burial at Quantico Cemetery or other local military cemetery.  Military discharge forms and form DD-214 are required.
Cemeteries

Oak Hill Cemetery

1902 Plank Road

Fredericksburg, VA  22401

540.373.9104

Sunset Memorial Gardens

3704 Jefferson Davis Highway

Fredericksburg, VA 22408

540.898.2005
Survivor’s Guide

The death of a spouse or loved one is a very difficult time.  Yet even during the period of grief and emotional readjustments, important arrangements must be made, or at least considered.

We hope that the following information will help to guide you through the many decisions which will have to be made—some of which will need to be made promptly.

Collecting the Papers
The first step is to collect the necessary papers in order to file for various benefits and to finalize the estate.

Copies of the death certificate.  You will need to give copies of the death certificate to many of the offices or agencies you contact.  You can purchase certified copies from your funeral director or directly from the County Health Department.  There will usually be a charge for each certificate.  You may save money by using a photocopy when possible but many companies will require a certified copy.   For most circumstances you will need 10-12 copies initially, but you may need more later.

Copies of all insurance policies.  These documents may be stored in a desk, a safe deposit box or with personal effects of the deceased.  Social Security numbers of the deceased, the spouse and any dependent children.  (The SSN of the deceased can be found on the death certificate.)

Copy of a certificate of military discharge if the deceased was a Veteran.  If you do not have a record, you may use eVetRecs at www.archives.gov/veterans/evetrecs  or www.va.gov to request a copy. You may also write the Department of Defense’s National Personnel Record Center, 90700 Page Boulevard, St. Louis, MO  63132.
Copies of a marriage certificate if the spouse of the deceased will be applying for benefits.  Copies are available at the office of the County Clerk where the marriage license was issued.

Copies of birth certificates for dependent children.  Copies are available at either the State or County Public Health Offices where the deceased was born.

A copy of the Will.  The lawyer of the deceased may have the Will.   A copy may also be in a desk, a safe deposit box, with the personal belongings of the deceased, or in the possession of the executor.

A complete list of all property, including real estate, stocks, bonds, saving accounts and personal property of the deceased.  Lad titles, stock certificates and other financial papers probably have been stored with a lawyer, in a safe deposit box or other secure place.

Social Security

The deceased is considered to be covered by Social Security if he/she paid into Social Security for at least 40 quarters.  Check with you local Social Security office or call 1-800-234-5772 to determine if the deceased was eligible.  If the deceased was eligible, there are two types of possible benefits:

1. A death benefit towards burial expenses.  You can complete the form at your Social Security office or you can ask the funeral director to complete the application and apply the payment directly to the bill.  This payment is made only to eligible spouses or to a child entitled to survivor’s benefits.

2. Survivor’s benefits for a spouse or children:


a.
If the spouse is age 60 or older he/she may be eligible for benefits;


b.
Disabled widows age 50 or older may be eligible for benefits;


c.
The spouse of the deceased who is under 60 but who cares for dependent children 


under 16 or who cares for disabled children may be eligible for benefits;


d.
The children of the Deceased who are under the age of 18 or are disabled may also be 


eligible for benefits.

When applying for Social Security benefits, you should have available both birth and death certificates of the deceased, marriage certificate of the spouse, birth certificates of any dependent children, Social Security numbers and copies of the deceased’s most recent federal income tax return. 

Please note: If a Social Security check is received after death, the check may need to be returned to the Social Security system.  Contact the local Social Security office for instructions.

Insurance

The deceased may have had several types of insurance policies.  These could include:

Life insurance;

Mortgage or loan insurance;

Accident insurance (if applicable);

Auto insurance (if applicable);

Credit card insurance;

Various types of insurance provided by the employer of the deceased;

Medical insurance which may also cover hospitalizations.

The proceeds from an insurance policy can generally be paid directly to the named beneficiary.  These claims are usually processed quickly and can be an important source of money for survivors.  You should file the claims as soon as possible, especially if finances are a concern.

Depending upon the policy, you may need to make a decision regarding the type of payment plan you desire.  Your options might include taking the money in a lump-sum payment, or having an insurance company make fixed payments over a period of time.  The decision depends on your financial situation.  You may want smaller fixed payments in order to have a steady income.  Or, you may want the full amount immediately to pay bills or to invest.  You should consider consulting a lawyer or financial advisor about this decision.

Veteran’s Benefits

If the deceased was a veteran, the survivors may be eligible to receive a lump-sum payment for burial expenses and an allowance toward a plot in a private cemetery (burial in a national cemetery is free to a veteran, his/her spouse and dependent children).  Veterans are also eligible for a headstone or grave marker at no charge or a cash allowance toward a marker or headstone of their choosing.  The funeral director often can help you apply for these benefits or you can contact the Regional Department of Veterans’ Affairs office.

Documents needed for Veterans’ Administration claims are:

Birth and death certificates;

Military Separation Certificate (DD-214)

Copies of discharge

Award of disability compensation or pension document;

Marriage certificate;

Birth certificates for dependents (if benefits are to be claimed);

Adoption papers (if benefits are to be claimed).

The surviving spouse and dependent children of veterans receiving disability benefits may also be entitled to monthly payments.  Check with your regional VA office.

Employees’ Benefits

If the deceased was employed at the time of death, you should contact the employer regarding any benefits for the survivors.  The employee may have provided life, health, or accident insurance which will yield benefits.  The deceased may be due a final paycheck for vacation or sick leave.  If the death was work-related, there may be worker’s compensation benefits.

You should contact all past employers, including Federal, state or local government, to determine if the survivors of the deceased are entitled to any payments from a pension plan.

Also check with the employer to see if the deceased belonged to a union or professional organization.  These groups may offer death benefits for their members.

If the deceased has already retired and received a pension you should check with the employer to determine if survivors will continue to receive a pension payment and whether the payment will be reduced.  You should also check to see if the survivors will be covered by the health insurance policy of the deceased.

The Will

If the deceased had a valid Will, try to locate a copy of it.  Check with the lawyer, family and friends of the deceased who might know where the Will is kept.  It may be stored in a safe deposit box, which is sealed at the time of death unless more than one person has prior access to it.

If the deceased had no Will, this is referred to as dying “intestate.”  In this case, the state, including property and assets belonging to the deceased will be disbursed according to state law, which varies from state to state.
A copy of the Will must be registered with the City/County where the deceased lived.
Probate

Probate is the legal process of paying the deceased’s debts and distributing the state to the rightful heirs.  This process usually entails:

*
Appointment of an individual by the court to act as “personal representative” or “executor” of the estate.  The person is often named in the Will.  If there is no Will, the court will appoint a personal representative, usually the spouse or a relative;
*
Proving that the Will is valid, if it exists; informing interested parties, especially creditor, heirs and beneficiaries, that the will is probated;
*    Disposing of the estate by the personal representative in accordance with the will or the laws of the state.

The spouse or personal representative named in the Will must file a petition with the court after the death.  There is a fee charged for this filing.

Depending on the size and complexity of the probatable assets, you may require legal assistance.

Probatable assets do not include property where the deceased and someone else are listed as owners.  Proceeds from a life insurance policy or an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) which are paid directly to a beneficiary are also not subject to probate.

Income Taxes

The federal and state income taxes of the deceased are due for the year of death.  The taxes are due on the normal filing date of the following year unless an extension is requested.

The spouse of the deceased may file jointly for the year of death.  A spouse with dependent children may file jointly for two additional years.  IRS offers a booklet, publication #559, “Information for Survivors, Executors and Administrators” which may be helpful.  You can obtain a copy from your local IRS office.

Changing Ownership or Title

You may need to transfer ownership or change title of property or revise documents after a death.  Some items to check are:

Insurance policies.  For policies held by the spouse of the deceased, beneficiaries may need to be changed.  Especially for life insurance—you may decide that you no longer need to have the same amount if you do not have dependents.  Auto and home insurance may also need revision.  In the case of a spouse, the deceased may have covered your medical insurance through work.  Under a federal law called “COBRA,” you and any dependent children may be entitled to continue under your spouse’s work-related insurance plan for up to 36 months providing you pay the premiums, or you may need to purchase your own insurance.  Check with the employer to see if you can continue with their health insurance, plan, which may be less expensive.  Contact eh company issuing the policy to make any changes or for more information.

Auto.  The title of the car owned by the deceased may need to be changed.  Contact your state Department of Motor Vehicles.

Will.  Your Will may have passed property to the deceased and should be updated.  You may want to contact your attorney for assistance.

Bank account, stocks, bonds.  A joint bank account title will have to be changed as well as the signature card.  To change stocks or bonds, check with your stockbroker.

Safety deposit box.  Access cards will have to changed.

Credit Cards

Credit cards which were held exclusively in the name of the deceased should be cancelled immediately.  Any payments due on these credit cards should be paid by the estate.

In the case of a spouse, you may have credit cards in both names, or you may use cards which listed only the name of the deceased.  In this situation, you will want to try to make payments in order to keep your good credit rating.   You should begin to notify the credit card companies that your spouse is deceased, and that the card should list your name only.  Some people, particularly widows, may experience difficulty in getting a new card if they do not have their own credit rating.  When applying for a card by sure to inform the lender about credit cards you shared with your spouse, even if you name was not listed.







