Saint Mary Youth Ministry
WorkCamp 2012
Participant Information Packet & Application
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Winchester, VA: June 23-29

Designed for those entering the 10th grade in the fall of 2012 and older

Prince Frederick, MD: July 22-27
Designed for those entering the 9th grade in the fall of 2012 and older
 "I truly believe that when the poor meet the rich, riches will have no meaning. And when the rich meet the poor, we will see poverty come to an end." - Shane Claiborne.
What is WorkCamp?

WorkCamp is a week-long mission trip designed to help high school students live out their Catholic faith.  This is accomplished through direct service with people in need, communal prayer and worship, small group discussions, talks, and much more.  The work you do depends on which trip you attend and to what work site you are assigned, but is typically light to moderate home improvement and/or construction.  All work is well supervised and safe.

If you are only interested in completing service hours, WorkCamp is probably not for you.  If you are open to God working in you and through you, and if you are interested in serving your brothers and sisters in Christ, then WorkCamp will probably be an amazing experience for you.
How can I participate in WorkCamp?

If after reading through this information packet you decide you would like to make the commitment to be involved in WorkCamp this year, please fill out the attached application and turn it in by Monday, January 30th.  If you are selected for one of our WorkCamp teams, you will then need to pay a non-refundable deposit to secure your spot (see chart below for deposit costs).  At that point, you will need to attend ALL preparatory meetings and participate in fundraising efforts like picnic table raffle, flower sales, doughnut sales, etc.
How much does WorkCamp Cost?

Each specific trip has its own unique costs as outlined below.  Participant fundraising efforts pay the majority of the expenses, but any leftover costs will need to be incurred by the students and parents.  Therefore the more fundraising you do, the less you will have to pay out of pocket.  We highly recommend that you discuss your WorkCamp trip with friends and relatives and ask them to support you financially if they are able to.  This is the most effective way to raise money.
· Winchester, VA:

total cost - $480

deposit - $50
· Prince Frederick, MD:

total cost - $450

deposit - $50
When are the preparatory meetings?
Sun, Feb. 12, 3pm- 4:30pm
Sun, March 11, 3pm-4:30pm

Sun, April 15, 3pm-4:30pm

Sat, May 12, 1pm - 6pm (tool  
      training day) @ Holy Cross 
    Academy.


*Sun, June 17, 3pm- 4:30pm   
          (Winchester, VA only)
*Sun, July 8, 3pm- 4:30pm
          (Prince Frederick, MD only)

It is your responsibility to remember these dates and to be present at the meetings! Note that these are just the preparatory meeting times and that fundraising activities will be outside of these meetings.  
Can I miss a preparatory meeting?

No. Participation in one of our WorkCamp trips requires an incredible amount of preparation, formation, prayer, and team building.  Thus our meetings are not optional.  If when you turn in your application you are already aware of a life event that you cannot miss (like your sister’s wedding or your brother’s graduation), we can make an exception, but you must speak with Leo immediately.  Of course we understand if an unforeseen emergency arises, but excuses will only be given for emergencies.

Other extracurricular commitments are incredibly important, but if there is a conflict, you will need to decide which commitment is more important to you. If you choose the other commitment (like a sports team, band, drama, etc.), then you are choosing not to participate in WorkCamp this summer.  Some of the most difficult choices in life involve choosing between two things that are good.  We understand how difficult it is to say no to a commitment.  The decision is ultimately up to you, and we support that decision, even if it means you have to miss WorkCamp this year.
PARTICIPANT APPLICATION – DUE Monday, January 30th 
Name _________________________________________ Grade _______ Date of Birth ________
E-mail (write legibly) _____________________________ Home Phone __________________________
E-mail of parent(s)/guardian(s) (write legibly) ________________________________________

What is your t-shirt size? (Note: this is for the shirt you will receive the week of WorkCamp)

S    M       L
 XL
   XXL     XXXL 
Have you participated in WorkCamp before?
Y / N
   If yes, which trip(s)?

Which trip would you prefer to attend this year?  Note: if more than one trip works for your calendar, please list your order of preference:
Do you have any health/medical concerns or special needs that we should be aware of?

Please answer honestly: What role does faith play in your life?

Please answer honestly: Why do you want to participate in WorkCamp? 
Covenant for Youth
I, 



, have read the WorkCamp Participant Information Packet fully, and I understand what my participation in WorkCamp entails.  I am aware that this is a huge commitment to serve God and to serve others.  I promise that if I am selected to be a WorkCamp participant:

· I will attend and fully participate in ALL of the preparatory meetings
· I will pray about this experience before, during, and after the trip

· I will participate in fundraising efforts to raise money for the trip and pay any 
balance of my WorkCamp trip that is not covered by fundraising. 
· I will behave in a manner appropriate to a maturing Catholic Christian

· I will share my experiences with the Church when I return
Note:   Do not sign below if you are not willing to make this commitment.

Signature: ___________________________________________________

Date__________
Covenant for Parents/Guardians
As the parent/guardian of the student named above, I have read the WorkCamp Participant Information Packet fully, and I understand what my teen’s participation in WorkCamp entails.  I am aware that this is a huge commitment for her/him to serve God and to serve others.  I pledge to give my teen full support throughout this journey.  If she/he is selected to be a WorkCamp participant, I will support her/him in meeting all of the commitments listed above.
Note:   Do not sign below if you are not willing to support your teen in this commitment.

Signature: ___________________________________________________

Date __________ 
Signature: ___________________________________________________

Date __________ 

[This second signature line is for families with two parents/guardians.

If your household only has one parent/guardian, please disregard.]







